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BY CAROL JONES
SPecIAL TO THE CITIZEN

“The Business of America
is Business.” When -Calvin
Coolidge made that state-
ment, we were living in a dif-
ferent time. Today we still live
in a world of business, but
technology and the changing
economy have changed the
way we teach business In
today’s school system.

As we celebrate Career
and Technical Education
month in Florida, I would like
to highlight Business
Education in Levy County.
All four high schools in the
county offer Business
Education programs.
Bronson High School offers
New Media Technology,
Cedar Key offers Accounting
and Customer Assistance,
Chiefland High School and
Williston High School both
offer Accounting,
Administrative Assistant, and
Digital Design. Both Graphic
Designers and Accountants
are in demand in our work-
force area, According to the
Florida Workforce Targeted
Occupational List.

All programs are articulat-
ed with either Central Florida
Community College or Santa
Fe Community College. The
articulation agreements allow
students to earn college credit
if they maintain a “B” average
in the courses, pass the col-
lege end-of-course exam, and
enroll in the community col-
lege upon graduation. The dis-
trict is  currently working on a
new articulation agreement
with Santa Fe Community
College for Graphic Design.

Tiffany Dockery, John Hililman, Desmond Jackson, Justin Pittman are in the
Digital Design program in the Business Academy at Chiefland High School.

Students enrolled in the Digital
Design program or the New
Media Technology program
learn various skills related to
graphic design and graphic
software. Students maintain a
portfolio containing samples
of newsletters and brochures
using specific software, like
InDesign and/or Photoshop.
Chiefland High School and
Williston High School estab-
lished Business Academies
beginning with the 2007-2008
school year. Students enrolled
in the Academy will focus on a
program of study, prepare for

industry certification, earn

articulated college credit, and
have the opportunity to partic-
ipate in career shadowing and

- summer internships. During

the next school year, both

schools will work to establish

integrated curricula for the
students enrolled in the
Academy. By integrating cur-
ricula, students will learn to
use their business skills in their
other content area classes
(and vice versa) making stu-
dents more aware of how busi-
ness skills and content knowl-
edge relate to career prepara-

tion. Both Chiefland and
Williston have Academy
Advisory Boards that provide

‘insight into workplace skills,

curriculum, and trends.
Business partners and com-
munity members serving on
the advisory board volunteer
as guest classroom presenters,
and help coordinate practice
job interviews and job shad-
owing experiences. Chiefland
High School students will do
their job shadowing on Feb. 15
this year and have received
tremendous support from vari-
ous Chamber Members for the
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shadowing projects. If anyone
is interested in joining the
Advisory Board in Chiefland,
please contact Teresa Barron,
Academy Board Chair, or you
can contact Christina Smith or
Becky Zimmerman at
Chiefland High School. In
Williston, you can join the
board by contacting Jimmy
Cason, Academy Board Chair,
or you can contact Kim Nivala
at Williston High School.

All of our business teachers
are working to prepare stu-
dents for the new Florida
Ready to Work Credentials
test. To earn the credential, a
student must take three, proc-
tored assessments—applied
math, reading for information,
and locating information.
These assessments test the
skills required for today's job
market. Teachers will enroll
the students in a free online
training that will prepare them
to take the credentials test.
Once students score a level
three or higher on all three

sections, they will receive a

Florida Ready to Work
Credential signed by
Governor Charlie Crist. The

Credential indicates to the
employer that the student has
the fundamental skills that will
enable them to be successful
as an employee. For more
information about Ready to
‘Work you can visit www.flori-
dareadytowork.com.

The biggest challenge in
teaching the various Business
programs is keeping up with
the technology.

The goal of the district is to
prepare students using the lat-
est technology so they are
prepared to enter the post-
secondary world of work and
college. It is inevitable that
software or computer systems
will continue to change and be
updated, but students who
graduate with the work- ready
skills will be ready to handle
the challenges of the future.

CLAUDE:

Continued from 1B

In the semifinals, Williston edged Newberry and PK. oust-

ed Dixie.

In the quarterfinals, Dixie beat Fort White and Newberry

shaded Chiefland.

Williston advances in regional play against 8-16
Interlachen. Interlachen lost twice to Chiefland this season.
PK, Yonge must travel to Union County.
Claude Lewis is a reporter for the Chiefland Citizen. You may
contact him at sports@cheflandcitizen.com or by calling 493-4796.





